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GRAPHS Graphs A and B below show trends in two activities in Britain.
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Fill in the chart by matching Graphs A and B to the following short
paragraphs. Then say which activities you think each graph represents.

1 There was a steady downward trend in both X and Y between 1974 and
1994. Both activities then levelled out briefly before continuing to fall.

2 Activity X remained fairly steady over the period, reaching a small peak in
about 1986. Meanwhile there was an increase in Activity Y, which exceeded
Activity X for the first time in 2000.

Graph Paragraph Activity
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Find another way of saying the following.

1 avery small increase
2 from 2000 until 2003
3 asteep decline

b

to rise quickly
5 to reach a maximum
to stop falling

o)

Complete the description of Graph C using terms from the Useful langauge
box. When you’ve finished, compare your answers with another student.
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Useful language: Describing data

Adjectives

slight

steady / gradual
sharp / steep / rapid
marked / significant

Verbs

rise / increase

fall / decline / decrease
be at / reach a peak
level out

remain steady

exceed

Time expressions

in 2000 / recent years, etc.

Nouns

increase / rise (in)
decrease / decline /
fall / (in)
upward/downward
trend (n)

recovery

Adverbs

slightly / steadily /
gradually

sharply / steeply /
significantly / rapidly

since (point of time) July / 2000, etc.

for (period of time) several months / ten years, etc.

during /over the year / the period 1999 to 2009, etc.

between May and December / 1999 and 2009, etc.

House prices have fallen steadily since the beginning of 2008.

Car sales reached a peak during the month of June.

There was a slight increase in the cost of living between 2005

and 2007,
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Now write five sentences describing Graph D

D Non-cash transactions: by method of payment
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